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1.1.2

1.1.3
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Genesis / Submission of low cost proposal

Scientists / Professionals from the above mentioned Institutions may submit low cost
proposal to ICMR online. Only the proposals received online on the designated ICMR

website will be considered.

Financial Ceiling
A project costing not more than Rs. 10.0 lakhs

Duration of Project

Duration of one year or less.

Review
In-house review by a Divisional Committee and a decision could be taken within four
weeks of its receipt.

Ad-hoc projects

To promote research in the country in the field of biomedical research ICMR provides financial
support in the form of ad-hoc projects to Scientists / Professionals who have a regular
employment in the Medical College, Research Institute, University, Recognized Research and
Development Laboratory, Govt. and Semi Gowvt. Organization and NGOs (documentary
evidence of their recognition including DSIR certificate should be enclosed with the application).

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

124

Genesis / Submission of the ad-hoc Projects

Scientists / Professionals from the above mentioned Institutions may submit ad-hoc
project to ICMR online. Only the proposals received online on the designated ICMR
website will be considered.

Financial Ceiling
Not exceeding Rs. 1.5 crores for the total duration of the project.

Duration of Project

Not exceeding three years (however, extension can be granted by DG, ICMR on
yearly basis for maximum up to 5 years after the approval of PRC / PRG / Experts
Committee and recommendation from respective Head. Beyond 5 years the
approval of ICMR Executive Council is required).

Composition of PRC / PRG / Experts Committee

ldeally it should not have more than seven members. In exceptional cases when the
Division has only one Committee to review a basket of assorted projects, the number of
members may be enhanced suitably. One of them may be identified as the Chairman
and Chief / representative of the Technica! Division serves as Member Secretary. Other
members are chosen keeping in mind, the kind of expertise needed and the seniority of
the expert. For each meeting, experts could be co-opted depending upon the need. The



1.3.

number of co-opted members, however, should be kept to the minimum tenure of three
years. The members are eligible to be inducted in the Committee for a second term.

1.2.5 Functions of PRC / PRG / Experts Committee
Review new proposals; approve those found suitable for funding. Examine the
requirement of staff, equipment(s), funds for consumables, travel etc. and make
recommendations. Monitor the on-going projects and evaluate the completion reports.
Suggest extension / termination of projects before their planned duration giving reasons
and justifications for doing so. Examine and approve the budget. The decision of the
Committee would be final.

1.2.6 Frequency of the meeting
As per need, but at least once in a year

1.2.7 Queries of the Experts
The clarifications to the queries raised by experts need to be addressed at the earliest to
facilitate the decision on the project. Whether the clarifications need to be referred to the
Experts again would be guided by the recommendations made at the time of the
meeting when the project in question was discussed. Principal investigator (PI)
presentation can be requested, if felt necessary.

Task Force Projects

Task Force studies are national projects, centrally planned and coordinated and usually
implemented on a multi-centric basis. These projects are time-bound, with a goal-oriented
approach and clearly defined targets, specific time frames and conducted by standardized and
uniform methodologies. These task force projects are formulated taking into consideration the
national priority areas of research. Collaborating scientists with expertise and infrastructure
available to undertake such activities are identified by the ICMR itself through its Task Forces

and other Expert Committees.

The ICMR’s permanent Institute / Centre can be one of the participating centres of Task Force
multi-centric project and ICMR Hgrs. may act as coordinating centre of the task force project. In
such cases the project has to be approved by the Scientific Advisory Committee of the

respective Institute / Centre.

1.3.1 Genesis of Task Force Projects

The technical division may prepare a protocol on national priority areas which should be
approved by the Task Force Experts / Monitoring Commiittee / Data Safety Management

Board.

Alternatively, the call for task force project in a pre-identified area would be widely
circulated and advertised. The members of the Task Force would be encouraged to
actively solicit proposals from active investigators in the chosen area. The travel and per
diem of the Pls invited to the meeting to defend their proposal would be met by the

ICMR as per its rules.
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Cohort Study

Cohort studies are type of long term research studies to investigate the causes of disease,
establishing links between risk factors and health outcomes. The cohort study may be
prospective cohort studies and retrospective cohort studies. These studies generally originate
from the centre and may be multi-centric.

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

1.4.5

1.4.6

Genesis of Cohort Study

The technical division may prepare a protocol for Cohort Study on a national priority
area which should be approved by the Experts / Monitoring Committee.

Alternatively, the call for cohort study in a pre-identified area would be widely circulated
and advertised. The members of the Experts / Monitoring Committee would be
encouraged to actively solicit proposals from active investigators in the chosen area.
The travel and per diem of the Pls Invited to the meeting to defend their proposal would

be met by the ICMR as per its rules.

Financial Ceiling
Not exceeding Rs. 2.0 crores per centre per year.

Duration of projects
These studies are generally for a longer duration to follow the cohort to establish the
association between the risk factor and health outcome and also quantify the amount of

risk. Initially these studies may be approved for a duration of five years and subsequent
extension may be given based on the recommendation of the Experts / Monitoring

committee and approval of the DG, ICMR.

Composition of Experts / Monitoring Committee

About seven members, who should not be from the participating centres and should not
be Investigator in the Cohort Study, one of them acts as Chairperson while the Divisional
representative would be the Member Secretary. The Pl (s) may be member of the
Experts / Monitoring Committee of the Cohort Study. If required, there may be co-opt
members also in the Experts / Monitoring Committee.

Functions of Experts / Monitoring Committee

Review cohort study proposals, suggest changes and recommend their funding.
Examine the requirement of staff, equipment(s), funds for consumables, travel etc. and
make recommendations. Monitor the progress on yearly basis, and evaluate the
completion reports and also suggest extension / premature termination of projects(s)

giving justifications.

Frequency of the meeting
As per the need, but at least once in a year
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1.4.7

1.4.8

Queries of the Experts

The clarifications to the queries raised by experts need to be addressed at the earliest to
facilitate the decision on the project. Whether the clarifications need to be referred to the
Experts again would be guided by the recommendations made at the time of the
meeting when the project in question was discussed.

Pre-Proposal Activities

For developing nationally relevant centrally planned cohort studies sometimes it is
necessary to propose budget for pre-proposal activities for hiring of staff on contractual
basis and for some recurring expenditure. Therefore proposal for pre-proposal activities
under the Coordinating Unit of certain cohort study may be developed and funded.
Please see Addendum for more details.

National Registry

An organized system that uses observational study methods to collect uniform data (clinical and
other) to evaluate specified outcomes for a population defined by a particular disease, condition, *
or exposure, and that serves a predetermined scientific, clinical, or policy purpose(s). These are
generally centrally created studies.

1.5.1

1.5.2

1.5.3

1.5.4

Genesis of National Registry

The technical division may prepare a protocol for National Registry on a national priority
area which should be approved by the Experts / Monitoring / Advisory Committee.

Alternatively, the call for national registry in a pre-identified area would be widely
circulated and advertised. The members of the Experts / Monitoring / Advisory
Committee would be encouraged to actively solicit proposals from active investigators in
the chosen area. The travel and per diem of the Pls Invited to the meeting to defend

their proposal would be met by the ICMR as per its rules.

Financial Ceiling
Not exceeding Rs. 2.0 crores per centre per year

Duration of National Registry

These studies are generally for a longer duration to collect the data on specified
outcome from a given population. Initially these studies may be approved for a duration
of five years and subsequent extension may be given based on the recommendation of
the Experts / Monitoring/Advisory Committee and approval of the DG, ICMR.

Composition Experts / Monitoring / Advisory Committee

About seven members, who should not be from the participating centres and should not
be Investigator in the National Registry, one of them acts as Chairperson while the
Divisional representative would be the Member Secretary. The Pls may be member of
the Experts / Monitoring / Advisory Committee of the National Registry. If required, there
may be co-opt members also in the Experts / Monitoring / Advisory Committee.
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1.5.5 Functions of Experts / Monitoring / Advisory Committee

Review proposals for the Registry, suggest changes and recommend their funding.
Examine the requirement of staff, equipment(s), funds for consumables, travel etc. and
make recommendations. Monitor the progress on yearly basis, and evaluate the
completion reports and also suggest extension / premature termination of projects(s)
giving justifications.

1.5.6 Frequency of the meeting
As per the need, but at least once in a year

1.5.7 Queries of the Experts

The clarifications to the queries raised by experts need to be addressed at the earliest to
facilitate the decision on the project. Whether the clarifications need to be referred to the
Experts again would be guided by the recommendations made at the time of the
meeting when the project in question was discussed.

1.5.8 Pre-proposal Activities

For developing nationally relevant centrally planned national registry some time it is
necessary to propose budget for pre-proposal activities for hiring of staff on contractual
basis and for some recurring expenditure. Therefore proposal for pre-proposal activities
under the Coordinating Unit of certain national registry may be developed and funded.
Please see Addendum for more details.

Centers for Advanced Research (CAR)

To encourage in-depth research on an identified research problem with the aim of generating
new knowledge and having a better understanding of a disease or a health condition the
proposal for CAR may be submitted to ICMR. The proposal could focus on one or multiple
aspects like causation, progression, management, .and prevention. The CAR is generally
created around a scientist of eminence, who is undertaking excellent work on a specific area of
medical importance. Assistance is provided to him to continue and expand the work with the
aim that the facility so created would continue to function even after the funding from the ICMR
is over. After five years, the host institution would be expected to take over the activities of the
centre as permanent activity. If the host institute proposed to absorb the staff, undertaking to
that effect would need to be furnished.

1.6.1 Genesis of CAR

The technical division may prepare a protocol for CAR on a national priority area which
should be approved by the CAR Advisory Committee.

Alternatively, the call for CAR in a pre-identified area would be widely circulated and
advertised. The members of the CAR Advisory Committee would be encouraged to
actively solicit proposals from active investigators in the chosen area. The travel and per
diem of the PIs Invited to the meeting to defend their proposal would be met by the

ICMR as per its rules.















Contingency grant

This is meant for recurring as well as non-recurring expenditure. The contingency grant can be
utilized for purposes it was sanctioned by the PRG / PRC / Experts / Monitoring Committee like,

but not hmited to:

a.

> a -

Acquisition of books and documents of relevance to the research topic in case these are not
available in the library, these would become the property of the Institution’s library and after
purchase and accession may be issued to the Department / Scientist till they are needed.

Chemicals/consumable items required for research work
Charges for specialized investigations for which facilities do not exist in the host institute

Publication Charges/reprints/ off-prints of research papers published as an outcome of the
research.

Data-entry Charges

Printing of questionnaire

Preparing software for data management or Apps for data entry
Computer utilities, charges for analysis of data (computer charges)
Typing of research reports

Expenses in connection with the preparation of the final report

POL - Taking up field work/travel connected with the research work {TA/DA would be as per
the entitlement).

Communication Charges

Grant cannot be used for purchase of furniture items/office equipment

12.1 For contingency grant exceeding Rs. 25000/- per annum, detailed breakdown should be

given,

All expendable and non-expendable articles acquired for work of the project should be
purchased in accordance with GFR and with the procedure in vogue in the host
institutions. For permanent and semi-permanent assets acquired solely or mainly out of
the grant, a separate audited record in the form of register in prescribed Performa
enclosed shall be maintained by the Institute. The term moveable property where the
value exceeds Rs. 1000/-, separate assets registers for items costing more than Rs.
20,000/ and less than Rs. 20,000/- may be maintained.

12.2 Equipment

a. The Council would provide equipment(s) for conduct of the study provided it has
been approved by the appropriate Expert Committee {PRC / PRG / TF). There is no
upper ceiling on the amount to be sanctioned for purchase of equipment (s). This
would vary on the nature, scope and need of the project.

b.  All equipments should be purchased according to the GFR and procedures of the
Institutions where the project is to be carried out.



13.

14.

15.

¢.  Equipment procured through the ICMR grant should bear a label “{CMR funded”.

d.  On completion of the study, a list of all equipments procured from the project funds
atong with their cost, date of installation and suggestions for disposal of the same
should be sent to the ICMR Hgrs. in the prescribed format.

e. Equipments costing less than Rs. 20,000/- are generally allowed to be retained by
the Institute, while those costing more than Rs. 20,000/-, the ICMR would decide
after receiving the request/ suggestions.

Annual Progress Report

a.

Annual Report is to be submitted annually in the prescribed format. The first progress report
should be submitted about two months prior to the completion of the first annual period so
as to enable the evaluation and provide the grants within the completion of one year from
the starting date. The subsequent annual report will be for the period of one year.

The progress of the project would be evaluated by the ICMR either by peer review or by an
Expert Committee.

The project will not be renewed for the next year unless the Council receives the progress
report in time.

A defay in receipt of the report in time for consideration by the Committee may lead to
termination of the project.

The Pl may be asked to present the progress at the meeting of the Committee, if considered
necessary, especially in Task Force / Cohort / National Registry / etc. projects.

The suggestion and views of the Committee and mid-course correction, if any, would be
conveyed to the Pl from time to time for effective conduct of the project.

Annual utilization certificate

a.

b.

A simple statement of accounts along with utilization certificate in the prescribed format duly
signed by the Accounts Officer of the host Institute/empanelled auditor for the project giving
the funds received and expenditure incurred upon completion of 12 months from date of
start of the project needs to be submitted by the Pl for releasing the grant for next year.

Unspent balance would be adjusted in the next year instaliment.

Final Project Completion Report

a.

b.

At the completion of the project, the final report in the prescribed format has to be submitted.

The report should be submitted not later than three months from the date of completion of
the project.

10% of funds will be withheld until receipt of final report along with final UC and SOE
(showing the unspent balance available) in ICMR’s format. After receipt of these documents
and after satisfactory review of the finat report, the remaining funds will be released after

adjustment of balance available with the PI, if any. Accordingly, final audited statement of
accounts along with utilization certificate must be submitted within 1 month of release of the

funds 10% grant.
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17.

18.

Final settlement of the Accounts
The final settlement of the Accounts will be done only after the receipt of the following:

a. Full and final audited statement of expenditure.

b. Full and final utilization certificate.

c. List of equipments procured from the project along with their cost, date of purchase and
suggestions for disposal of all items purchased under equipment, in the prescribed format.

d. The unspent balance paid by ICMR shall be refunded by the institution at the end of the
proiject period or as and when the investigator discontinues the project midway or does not
follow the detailed technical programme laid down and approved, as noted by the

Committee.

Extension of the project

Requests for project extension beyond approved duration would not be entertained routinely. ¢
However, if interesting/important leads are likely to emerge that need to be followed up, then a
valid justification for an extension should be submitted by the Pl three months before the
expected completion of the project along with progress report, clearly mentioning the period of
extension with justification and reasons why the project could not completed within the
stipulated sanctioned period.

It can be extended after approval of Addl. DG/DG, ICMR. It will not be necessary to send
the same to finance section if extension request is within the approved budget. A proper
justification is needed and head of the concerned Division will have to prior-approve the
request before the final decision by Addl. DG/DG, ICMR and Finance section, if additional
budget for the extended period is necessary, the details to which are to be provided by
the Pl in his extension request.

Change of PI

a. Pls are encouraged to have a co-investigator in the project.

b. In case the Pl leaves the project, an eligible co-investigator could be considered as the Pl
subject to recommendation of the Pl and the Head of the Institution. Such a request should
be sent well in advance, for approval of ICMR along with consent of the Co-| that he agrees
to carry out the project as per terms and conditions of ICMR.

c. In case the Pl is shifting to any other institution, the Co-investigator could be made Pl or the
project could be transferred to the Institutions with prior approval of the ICMR

d. The host institution has an important role to play in the above. The Institute/ Principal
Investigator will have to inform ICMR of any change and in consultation with ICMR, take
steps to ensure successful completion of the project before relieving the original Principal
Investigator.

Approval of Addl.DG /DG, ICMR for this change is required.
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